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Bender assumes command of 437th Operations Group

CHARLESTON AIR FORCE BASE, S.C. —Having an even larger impact on the Air Force was
one of the reasons why Col. William Bender jumped at the chance to assume command of the 437th
Operations Group in aceremony Sept. 19 in the Charleston Club here.

Bender, aBuffalo, N.Y. native, is no stranger to airlift and mobility, having flown KC-
135s, C-141s, and an assignment as the special assistant to the commander at Headquarters Air
Mohility Command at Scott AFB, Ill. Before Altus AFB, Okla. he attended the Army War College
at Carlisle Barracks, Pa.

Bender, whose parentslive at 777 Moore Avenue and is a graduate of Cardina O'Hara
High School, Tonawanda N.Y ., assumes command of group that operates the C-17 Globemaster 111
transport aircraft, which has been instrumental in bringing in and sustaining the combat forcesin
Afghanistan. The 437 OG isthe largest C-17 flying group in the Air Force.

Bender said he wanted to play alarger role in the Air Force following the deadly terrorist
attacks on America

“At that time, | was a student in the Army War College and was leading a discussion
among my Army seminar mates on the roles and missions of Air Mobility Command and wastrying
to convince them that they needed more C-17sto pull it off.”

Hesaid it wasn’t very long before their discussions were interrupted by the attacks. With
feelings similar to many Americans, he wondered what the attacks meant for the future. ”1f 1 could
have picked one jab, it would have been the 437th Operations Group. | believe in your mission.
The C-17 demonstrates the power and caring of afree nation.”

The mission comes first and that, Bender said, is why the OG reputation has been so good
throughout the Department of Defense. “Y ou do whatever it takes to get the job done,” continued
Bender.

“Your reputation is supported at the four corners by teamwork, professionalism,
preparation and pride. | heard teamwork described as ordinary people working together to do
extraordinary things.”

“Professionalism is about knowing your job better than anyone else and always wanting to
know how to do that job better. It isabout setting the example about what is right in your
professional and personal life.”

“Preparation refers to the important requirement that we be trained and ready. We need to
anticipate and prepare for emerging missions. We know that business as usua is not sustainable in
the long term.”

“Pride brings us full circle to identifying with our mission and doing what it takes to make
surethe job isdone. The one constant is the immense feeling of pride for what you have endured
and what you have accomplished” Bender explained. “Asyour new commander, it ismy hope that
you will aways be proud of your association with this organization and the important work we do
everyday for this command and country.”



Col. Books Bash, 437 Airlift Wing commander, presided over the ceremony and spoke of
Col. Russ Deluca' s accomplishments, who was the acting 437 OG commander, until Bender
completed C-17 training at Altus, AFB, Okla

Bash praised Bender’ s accomplishments and the special trust placed in him by receiving
group command. “Many are called, but few are chosen,” Bash told the audience.

“Heistaking command of agroup during a historical period in our nation’s history. Not
many group commanders have taken the reigns when our nation was at war.”

-end-

NOTE TO THE EDITOR: A telephone interview with Bender can be arranged. Please
contact us at the above numbers. Additional details about the 437th Airlift Wing and its
accomplishments can be found at https://www.charleston.af.mil



