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Despite recent rainy
weather, construction
projects on base are rolling
on, according to Capt. Sarah
Maynard, chief of construc-
tion for the 437%" Civil Engi-
neer Squadron.

Crews are hard at work on
three major military con-
struction projects: a dining
facility near the new dormi-
tories, two squadron opera-
tions and aircraft mainte-
nance buildings near the
flightline and a life support
facility located near Bldg. 536.
Other smaller projects are
continuing as well.

The new dining facility is
15 percent complete,
Maynard said. With founda-
tion work finished, steel
beams are being putinto place
on the 15,000-square-foot
structure. A new parking lot
on the north side of the din-
ing hall will be an added con-
venience for customers. The
project is on schedule and
the facility is expected to be
open in September.

Across the street from the
dining hall project, ground-
work is continuing on a
“chilled water facility” that is
part of the air conditioning
system for the dining hall.

Work on the two squadron
operations and aircraft main-
tenance buildings has caused
a temporary road closure at
the intersection of Graves and
Stewart avenues. Storm
drains are being installed
across the street from the
project and steam lines are

being relocated underground,
according to Maynard.

The structures will be simi-
lar to the existing two-story
squadron operations buildings
across from the flightline.
One will be a 41,000-square-
foot facility and the other will
feature 37,000 square feet.
Plenty of parking will be avail-
able in the area near the two
new buildings. Maynard said
it's hoped the buildings will
open by the end of the year.

Construction crews re-
cently encountered an unex-
pected obstacle while digging
for the groundwork phase of
the project - debris, such as
pipes, has been found at 32
different locations on the site.

“Apparently, they built
parts of the base on top of all
sorts of debris,” Maynard said.

“We found pipes out there
dating back to the 1950's.
Once we get past all of that,
it'll pick up speed.”

Despite that setback, the
projects are still on schedule,
Maynard added. The road
should be open by Monday.

Steel beams are also going
up on the new 437" Aircrew
Life Support Flight facility.
With 26,000 square feet of
room, the facility will be one
of two (the other is at McChord
AFB, Wash.) in Air Mobility
Command to be built exclu-
sively for life support opera-
tions, according to flight su-
perintendent Master Sgt.
Michael Freebury. Construc-
tion on the new facility is
expected to be finished by late
June or early July, according
to Maynard.
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Other projects that are on-
going include a sewer line
project that will close the
Dorchester Gate Monday.
Maynard said it will reopen in
about two weeks, if all goes as
planned. The project calls for
installing a larger size of pipe
runningalong O’Neal Avenue.
The line extends from the
intersection of Hill Blvd. to
the base housing area past
the BX.

Rain has hampered the
project, especially the 20-foot
pit that has been dug at the
intersection of Hill Blvd. and
O’Neal Avenue. Maynard said.
“You would be surprised at
how much damage an hour of
good rainfall can do toa project
like that.”

The second phase of the
project is expected to begin

Above, Anthony Herbert of
B&W Mechanical Contracting
packs sediment at the work
siteforthe 15,000-square-foot
dining hall facility. With steel
beams going up, the projectis
beginning to take shape (left).

within a month, Maynard
added.

A major renovation of the
Visiting Officers Quarters,
located next to the 437t Medi-
cal Group, is 90 percent com-
plete. No grand opening date
has been set yet, according to
Maynard. Each room has its
own bathroom, unlike the
previous shared bathroom
layout of the building prior to
renovation. The facility in-
cludes business suites down-
stairs and a conference room.

Other renovation projects
includelogistics buildings 548
and 544. Funding has been
received torenovate Bldg. 346
(Visiting Airmen’s Quarters)
and services headquarters
(Bldg. 322). Contracts will be
awarded for these projects in
a few months.

Safety t—h
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niged as the V\;eapons Safe?y NCO
of the Year (Additional Duty) for
AMC, according to Murphy.

“l was really surprised at the
award, but we really work hard at
safety,” Staff Sgt. Charlebois said.
“We updated the operating instruc-
tions and developed new check-
lists for loading explosives. | have
only done this for one year but was
brought up to speed by Master Sgt.
Allison Bethea, superintendent,
weapons/explosive safety. This
was a true team effort.”

These awards came as a result
of Team Charleston members
having a safe year.

“Charleston AFB was number
one in the command with the
fewest off-duty injury rates for ac-
tive-duty members,” Murphy
explaoined. “We were number two
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in fewest civilian on-duty injury rates
and our motor vehicle mishap rate
dropped from 55 in FY 98 to 27 in FY
99.”

This was the first time the ground
safety program was recognized at com-
mand level.

“l attribute this to Mr. Dave
Luttrell’s stellar performance,”
Murphy said. “He’s been running our
ground safety program for 12 years.
He has a reputation as one of the top
ground safety experts in AMC.”

The flight safety program also
posted one its best years despite the
Kosovo crisis.

“The wing flew over 55 percent of
airlift missions during Kosovo,”
Murphy pointed out. “Even though

our flying hour;; wefe up over 50
percent, our mishap cost rate was
down 60 percéht€’ O

Being recogpized for Opeéational
ngk Management came about
through the hard work of all Team
Charleston members.

“We looked at all our processes
and applied the six-steps of ORM,”
Luttrell said. “Those steps have
had a direct bearing on both on-
duty and off-duty mishaps.”

The safety office also provides a
library of more than 208 safety
videos for checkout to help unit
safety representatives keep safety
in the forefront.

Even though Murphy is leaving
the wing safety office Feb. 1, the
job has opened his eyes to many
things.

“I've gained a new appreciation
for the behind the scenes role safety
plays,” Murphy said. “I attribute
the awards to the teamwork of the
people here.”

New stickers required
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Drivers on base having a blue 1999
sticker on their vehicle have until
Feb. 1 to re-register.

Beginning Feb. 1, all 1999 stickers
will be scraped off at the gate and
drivers will be required to re-register
their vehicles. Anyone coming on
base a second time without a current
year sticker will be issued a traffic
ticket.

Drivers can register their vehicles
at the Dorchester Gate/Visitor Cen-
ter or Pass and Registration office
located in Bldg. 254.

The Dorchester Gate/Visitor Cen-
ter is open from 7 a.m.-4 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. The Pass and
Registration office is open from 7:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day. The Pass and Registration office
will be open Saturday from 8-11 a.m.
and noon-1 p.m. for those who can’t
make it during duty hours.

For information, call 963-3626.



