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More than 1,000 local school chil-
dren attended the fourth annual Earth
Day observance March 29 at the
Charleston AFB picnic ground.

Fifth and sixth grade students from
14 local schools were given presenta-
tions by more than 30 exhibitors.
The presentations ranged from a
touch tank brought by the South Caro-
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Eric Billings, of the Turtle and Tortise Society, shows one of  the many turtles
on display during the annual Charleston AFB Earth Day event.
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lina Aquarium to a skit put on by the
Department of Health and Environ-
mental Control.

The observance was sponsored by
the 437th Civil Engineering Environ-
mental Flight.  Master Sgt. Josephine
Miller, superintendent of the envi-
ronmental flight, coordinated it along
with Mr. Al Urrutia, conservation el-
ement chief.

“We’ve made it part of our duties to
do this each year,” said Miller.  “It’s

the biggest in the command.”
The observance started out as a

learning fair for the children of a local
school, said Miller.  “We narrowed it
down to the fifth or sixth grade level
because they are very attentive at
that age.”

It has now grown into what it is
today.  “Our object is to educate the
kids,” said Glenn Easterby, environ-
mental flight chief.  “We moved the
date up a little earlier this year to
accommodate testing in the schools
and still get the children here.”

Attending the Earth Day observance
is something that many of the schools
look forward to every year.

“This is our third year attending
the event,” said Barbara Saverino,
teacher at Ladson Elementary School
in Summerville.  “It sparks the
children’s interest.  They like the
hands-on exhibits and getting the
handouts about the environment.  We
use these to talk about the environ-
ment back at the school.”

Between attending the event and
what they learn in school, many of
the children have used it to make a
positive change in their lives.

“Some of the children have gone
into their neighborhoods and started
pick up trash programs,” said
Saverino.  “This is teaching them to

become responsible adults as far as
the environment is concerned.  Chil-
dren can do this and be proud of it.  It
gives them ownership.”

In the weeks leading up to Earth
Day many of the students were hard
at work creating posters, murals and
essays to enter into the annual com-
petition.

The Ladson Elementary School was
the first place winner in both the
mural and poster category, with the
Charleston Academy winning the
essay contest.

“We tried to focus on what people
could do to help, instead of what not to
do,” said Saverino about their mural.
“This was our first year of entering
the contests.”

The environmental flight is already
working on next year’s Earth Day and
is thankful to everyone who helped
out this year.

“We appreciate the support of our
exhibitors, CE, communications and
all the other volunteers,” said
Easterby.  “This was a great effort by
all of Team Charleston.”

The day can be wrapped up in what
10-year-old Edward Richardson from
Ladson Elementary had to say,  “They
teach us things, that if we did them
all the time, it would make the world
a better place to live.”
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Base Exchange, Commissary,
child care center and other
facilities along O’Neal drive.
“Everything from the housing
area, BX, shoppette and base
commissary gravity flows to
that particular sewer line,”
said Jim Myers, 437th CES
construction representative.

“We will work this project
in two phases.  The first phase
will consist of the contractor
digging up one lane of Hill
Blvd. first and then examin-
ing the pipe to determine if
we can work with the exist-
ing pipe or whether it com-
pletely needs replacement,”
he said.  “Depending on that
decision, we’ll either dig up
across the road or just one
lane.  If we don’t have to dig up
the entire road then the re-

pair could be much shorter
than expected.”

Housing residents have
experienced backed up toi-
lets and other clogged drains
from this line failing in the
past.  The repair should solve
some of those problems for
affected residents.  While re-
pairs are underway, base
members should not experi-
ence any outages.  “We will
bypass this section to con-
tinue the gravity flow of sew-
age, and that should not re-
sult in any inconvenience to
base people,” Myers said.

The line dates back to 1963
or earlier and the base, in the
past, attempted several re-
pairs to the sewer line.
“These lines fail sometimes
because the roots from large
trees will grow into the lines.
The tree roots just grow to the
spots where the lines leak

water and eventually get in-
side the pipes,” Wiggins said.
“We have gone into manholes
and had to use a chainsaw to
cut away roots as thick as my
arm.”

“This is true, these lines
are buried very deep and the
roots have become a problem
in the past.  The CES infra-
structure folks have always
had to go in and cut out the
roots.  They do a lot of behind
the scenes work that many
people never notice to keep
these lines open,” Myers said.
“We had to resort to mechani-
cal components to keep the
gravity flow lines open to the
point where it wouldn’t in-
convenience base members
and cause a major sewer
backup.  The lines are old.  By
going in and increasing the
size of this main line, we will
be eliminating some of these
problems.”
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Family tradition
Staff Sgt. Duane Farley,
437th Aircraft Generation
Squadron, (right) receives
the oath of reenlistment
from his father, Marine
Corps Chief Warrant Of-
ficer 5 Michael Farley in a
C-17.  CWO5 also did the
honors at Sergeant
Farley’s initial enlistment
in 1993 and his first reen-
listment in 1996.


