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Special Needs Family Support Group

The monthly meeting of this military family support group is held on the 1st Monday night of each month at 

7 p.m.  On October 1st, November 5th and December 3rd the group will meet at a local restaurant for good conversation and fun.  Because of the recent deployments, the Support Group may begin to also offer daytime coffees for family members to get together for social support.  Call Addrienne Rousseau at 207-0629 to make reservations and for additional information.

New EFMP Officer Is Arriving

Captain Patricia Finkenberg, the Behavioral Science Flight’s new Family Advocacy Officer, will be reporting for duty at Charleston AFB early in October.  An experienced Social Worker, her most recent assignments have been at Pope AFB, N.C. and Incerlik AB, Turkey.  Captain Finkenberg will be serving as our Exceptional Family Member Program Officer and will be the contact person for fam9ilies who have need of our services.

Free-loan Open-Captioned Videos Available

If you have a student or a child who is deaf or hard of hearing, the Captioned Media Program (CMP) can help with video resources.  The program provides free-loan, open-captioned videos to deaf and hard of hearing persons.  More than 4,000 titles including classic movies, educational videos, and special-interest videos are available.  Open-captioned videos, like subtitles, provide the viewer all the information contained in the audio track.

It’s free to register for service and to check out videos.  The CMP invites parents an teachers of deaf children to set up accounts.  Teachers can use CMP in their accompanying lesson guides in the classroom.  The CMP videos enhance the literacy value to all students in the classroom, even though only one child may have a hearing loss.

The CMP is funded by the U.,S. Department of Education and is administered by the National Association of the Deaf.  To see their catalog and learn more, visit www.cfv.org (I have and it’s a great website!)  You may also call them toll-free at 1-800-237-6817 (tty).

Local Area Groups and Activities

Moms and Tots Playgroup for Children with Special Needs:  Meets the 1st and 3rd Fridays of every month from 9;30 – 1 a.m. at Crossroads Community Church in Summerville.  Call Family Partner Cathy Mindel at 821-9551 for more information.

“Kids Night Out,” Cathedral of Praise, N. Charleston:  On the 2nd Friday of each month, from 6 – 10 p.m., this respite program is offered to parents of children with disabilities.  Call Jan Odom at 871-2975, or church office at 760-2626.

The Down’s Syndrome Ass’n of the Lowcountry:  Halloween Social.  Call Rhonda Gray at 761-1280 for details.

Children and Adults with Attention Deficit Disorder (CHADD):  Meeting on Oct 18th from 7 – 9 p.m. at Palmetto Lowcountry Behavioral Health, 2777 Speissegger Dr., N. Charleston.  Contact Carol Schulman at 881-2001 for more info.

SC Autism Society Lowcountry Support Group:  For information on meetings, call Bev McCarty at 763-6877.

“Pathways to Independence,” Third Annual Statewide Conference:  Sponsored by the SC Independent Living Council.  Will be held Nov 9 – 10 at Adam’s Mark Hotel, 1200 Hampton St., Columbia.  Call toll free 1-877-217-2331, or e-mail:  scilc@usit.net for details, hotel# and room reservations (special rate).

Tricare Offers the Program for Persons with Disabilities (PFPWD)

In addition to regular Tricare benefits received through enrollment in either Prime, Extra or Standard, Tricare offers the Program for Persons with Disabilities (formerly known as the Program for the Handicapped).

Congress established PFPWD for active duty family members with a qualifying disability.  The PFPWD provides financial assistance and another mechanism to receive services, equipment, and supplies necessary for diagnosis, treatment, habilitation, and rehabilitation.  The Program for Persons with Disabilities serves persons with two kinds of serious disabilities:  (1) persons who have moderate or severe mental retardation, and (2) persons who have a significant physical disability.

There has been some fine-tuning of the criteria as relates to children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASD) in recent years.  Those whose disability severely impacts their ability to function in regards to daily living activities may choose to apply or revisit application for PFPWD.

Through PFPWD, financial support for needed equipment, services, and supplies can be obtained.  The maximum allowable monthly benefit of the PFPWD is $1,000.  It can provide a source of financial relief, and another mechanism through which to receive these needed supports.  High-cost items may be prorated over several months, making it possible to get what is needed without exceeding the maximum monthly benefit.

Advantages of PFPWD:  (a) The family may determine and select the most cost-beneficial program through which to receive services;  (b) PFPWD also shares in the cost of some additional benefits not available through Tricare.  Some of these are:  (1) Equipment that does not qualify as Durable Medical Equipment (DME); (2) Unique adaptive training; (3) Special education/instruction program and tutor; (4) Adjunct services such as a reader for the blind beneficiary; (5) Medical attendant during transport to receive PFPWD services; and (6) Transportation.

Points to remember about PFPWD:  (a) You must apply for PFPWD and be authorized to utilize these services.  Pre-authorization is required; authorizations are valid for a period of up so six months.  At the beneficiary’s request, services may be re-authorized every six months.  (b) Amounts for services that exceed the limit may not be cost-shared through      the other Tricare options and are the responsibility of the family, except that, if more than one family member receives services through the PSPWD in any given month, the $1,000 cap applies only to the one with the lowest reimbursable.  Talk to your Health Benefits advisor and doctor about this program.                                     --- PAVE  Pipeline, Spring 2001

“Mom’s Night Out”

MUSC’s Caring Connection sponsors “Mom’s Night Out,” a monthly group of mothers of special needs children who meet for relaxation and fun.  There are two “Mom’s Night Out” groups which meet once a month.  MNO #1 meets on the third Tuesday evening of each month at 7 p.m. at a restaurant in the North Charleston/West Ashley area.  On Oct 16th the group will meet at Breck’s Place, 8510 Rivers Ave. and on Nov 20th at Tom Portaro’s, 5600 Rivers Ave.  Call Tina Driggers at 207-0228 for details.  MNO #2 will meet at 7 p.m. on Oct 25th at Locklear’s, 427 W. Coleman Blvd., Mt. Pleasant and on Nov 29th at Benito, 1244 Belk Dr., Mt. Pleasant.  Please call Donna Wilson at 849-0151 to make a reservation and for additional information.
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