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Special Needs Family Support Group

The monthly meeting of this military family support group is held on the 3rd Thursday night of each month at 7 p.m.  On April the 19th the group will meet at a local restaurant for good conversation and fun.  Call Adrienne Rousseau at 207-0629 for additional information.

Department of Defense Launches “Special Needs Network”

DoD’s Special Needs Network, web site for military families with special medical or educational needs, went on-line January 24, 2001 at www.mfrc.calib.com/snn.  Rebecca Posante, a program analyst at DoD’s Office of Educational Opportunity, initiated the site to provide access to information and resources.

The site features simple design and straightforward point-and-click access to information.  Menu options include assignment coordination, federal and state programs, and health and education.  Other menu topics include relocation, community support, advocacy and resources.  Ms. Posante said the site would help service members and their families research assignments and hook up with care coordinators and service providers.  She called “special needs” an umbrella term for a wide range of services – everything from assignment and coordination, to family support, to special education.

Unfortunately, available support varies from base to base because no standard exists.  Ms. Posante intends the Special Needs Network to complement available services and to help those who work with special needs families to identify information and resources.

The new Web site also provides access to a confidential members network where families and service providers can exchange information.  Users must register by providing their names, e-mail addresses and “screen” names that identify their messages and allow other members to respond.

“The members’ network will allow people to raise issues with others who might have the kind of information we may never have.”  Such as, “I’m moving to Fort Lewis, Washington and I need a dentist for my 5 year-old autistic child.”  While most people wouldn’t know any dentists with that specialty, another family in the same situation might, she said.  Or someone with a child with Down’s Syndrome might be moving to an area and want to know about local advocacy groups and support programs, she remarked.

Site visitors can also use the members’ network to ask another family with special needs to serve as “tour guides” when they relocate.  “It’s always your decision whether to share your e-mail with other members,” Ms. Posante stressed.

The network will automatically send interested members news about various issues.  “People will be able to subscribe so they will be alerted if something new comes up,” she said.

A Web section about state and federal programs will include requirements for such programs as Supplemental Security Income, Food Stamps and WIC.  “We want to link to other Web sites that can answer questions,” she said.  In her quest for a site that’s fast and easy to use, Posante said, the links don’t just go to other agencies’ Web home pages.  Instead, links jump directly to the information pages that users request.

Ms. Posante called the Web site a work-in-progress.  “I think families are going to tell use about services that we’re not aware of and to which we can link,” she said.  “It will just keep growing.”

In addition to the members’ network, visitors can use an e-mail form on the Web site to send recommendations, links and other information.                                                                                                          --- American Forces Press Service, 25 Jan 01

Camp Burnt Gin Is Taking Applications

Camp Burnt Gin, South Carolina’s residential camp for children and teenagers, ages 7-19, who have a physical disability or chronic illness, is now accepting applications for staff and children to attend the camp during the 2001 camping seasons.

Located near Wedgefield in Sumter County, it offers activities for children and teens who might not otherwise have this camping opportunity because of their special health care needs.  Specially trained staff give individual attention to each camper during their stay.  This year’s camp sessions for the 7-15 year-olds are:  June 5-11; June 15-21; June 26-July 2; July 6-12; and July 26-August 1.  A teen session will be held on July 16-21.  the deadline for camper registration is April 1.  For more information, call Camp Burnt Gin Director, Marie Aimone at the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) in Columbia at (803) 898-0455.

Just for Kids in Wheelchairs

Winners on Wheels (WOW) is a “cool” club for school-age kids who use wheelchairs.  Members are called “Winners” and they meet in groups called “Circles” across the nation.  The Charleston Circle has open enrollment for the 2000-01 school year.  Meetings are held two Saturdays a month for two hours.  Sign up today!  Don’t miss out on free fun activities!  Call Christine at 832-8328, or e-mail www.covershiner@aol.com.

Editor’s Note:  You can receive a car tax exemption if you have a child 18 or younger who is wheelchair bound or blind.  If you have proper documentation, you may be eligible for a refund if you paid car taxes as far back as 1998.  Call Ms. Shealy at the S.C. Department of Revenue at (803) 898-5480.

---The Link, Family connection of S.C., Fall 2000

Some Local Support Groups

The National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI):  Offers support groups for caregivers and those diagnosed, with illnesses.  Meets on the second Monday of each month at 6 p.m. at First Christian Church, 1293 Orange Grove Rd., West Ashley.  Call Polly Bekaert at 727-6405 for additional information.

Children and Adults with Attention Deficit Disorder (CHADD):  Meets monthly on the third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at Palmetto Lowcountry Behavioral Health, 2777 Speissegger Dr., North Charleston.  Call Carol at 881-2001 for more details.

“Mom’s Night Out”

MUSC’s Caring Connection sponsors “Mom’s Night Out,” a monthly group of mothers of special needs children who meet for relaxation and fun. There are two “Mom’s Night Out” groups which meet once a month.  MNO #1 meets on the third Wednesday evening of each month at 7 p.m. at a restaurant in the North Charleston/West Ashley area.  Call Sandra West at 821-9927 for details.  MNO #2 will meet on Thursday, April 26th at 7 p.m. at Buffalo’s Café, 1901 Hwy. 17 North, Mt. Pleasant.  Please call Donna Wilson at 849-0151 to make a reservation and for additional information.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

FAMILY ADVOCACY PROGRAM

437 MDOS/SGOHF

204 W. HILL BLVD., BLDG. 364

CHARLESTON AFB, SC 29404-4704

