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Special Needs Family Support Group

The monthly meeting of this military family support group is held on the 3rd Thursday night of each month at 7 p.m.  On January 18th  the group will meet at the Olive Garden Restaurant, Northwoods Mall.  Call Adrienne Rousseau at 207-0629 for additional information.

Exceptional Family member Program (EFMP) Assignment Questions

What is the general EFMP assignment policy?  The spirit and intent of the EFMP are to ensure military sponsors are assigned to locations where a dependent’s special medical and educational needs can be met.  Please note, EFMP is not a Base-of-Preference program, as there may be many locations across the CONUS or overseas that can meet the required needs.  In this regard, Air Force manning priorities and valid requirements are critical elements when making an assignment.

Does enrollment in the EFMP prevent one from getting an assignment?  No.  All Air Force personnel must remain unencumbered and be able to respond to any contingency, wherever and whenever called upon to do so.  However, the program can provide for an initial deferment or reassignment to set up a program of medical treatment or special education.  Once such a program is established, the member reverts to worldwide assignable status.  Special assignment consideration will continue as long as the condition exists.

Under what conditions is reassignment or deferment warranted under EFMP?  As is more commonly the case, special assignment consideration is appropriate when special medical or educational needs have just been identified.  A deferment is granted to allow for the establishment of a treatment program.  If the required program cannot be established locally, then reassignment is appropriate.  Since this is not a Base-of-Preference program, alternate assignment locations are based on current or projected personnel requirements and availability of care at either military facilities and/or through local resources under Tricare.  Once a program has been established and is in effect, the member must revert to world wide assignable status, as permanent or prolonged deferment from reassignment cannot be provided.  However, special assignment consideration, designed to ensure the continued availability of services, will continue as long as the need exists.

What circumstances wouldn’t warrant special assignment consideration under EFMP?  (1) reassignment solely for the purpose of obtaining extended family support;  (2) Reassignment from the CONUS to overseas solely for the purpose of establishing an EFMP;  (3) Reassignment solely based on the availability of a free or lower cost program;  (4) Reassignment solely based on the availability of a preferred or optimal program, when adequate facilities or services are currently being provided;  (5) The disability is due to a short-term illness or injury, or when the prognosis for complete recovery is satisfactory without the benefit of reassignment or deferment; and  (6) Reassignment based solely on the adverse climatic effect on the health of a dependent, provided the continued presence is not life threatening.

--- The Air Force EFMP Handbook, as published in PAVE Pipeline, Summer 2000

Some Local Support Group Meetings

The S.C. Autism Society Lowcountry Support Group will meet on Monday, Feb 5th at 7:30 p.m. at 1064 Gardner Rd., Suite 301, Fairfield Park, West Ashley.  For more information, call Bev McCarty at 763-6877.

The Trident Cerebral Palsy Support Group will meet on Wednesdays, Jan 17th and Feb 21st from 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Otranto Rd. Branch Library in North Charleston.  The Jan topic will be “Vehicle Modification and Van Lifts.”  For more information contact Ruth Dombrowski or Shelia Dull at 792-3561.

Sickle Cell Support Group – Contact Paulette Wingard at 792-3561 for information.

When and why should a student attend and participate in his own IEP meeting?

A student may attend his IEP meeting anytime it is appropriate.  The student, his parents and school staff would decide when it would be a good idea for him to attend.  The student’s presence may be helpful in developing the IEP.  It is his future and his life that are being planned, so he may want to participate and give input.  This meeting can also be a safe and comfortable place for him to gain valuable experience in advocating for himself and his needs.  A student my want to attend the meeting because he knows he is the subject of the planning and want to hear what is being said and developed for him, even if he does not feel comfortable speaking to the group.  It is helpful to assist the student prepare for the meeting just as parents and staff need to prepare – so they are truly equal participants on the team.

Anytime “transition planning” is going to be discussed or considered for a student, the school must invite him to the meeting, and his parents must be informed that he will be invited.  A Statement of Transition  needs to be included in the IEP at least by age 14.  If the student chooses not to attend, the school must take other steps to ensure his preferences are considered.

Some students are not comfortable attending a meeting where there are many adults all talking about them and their needs.  Again, this is where preparation and self-advocacy training can help the student feel more comfortable to fully participate in the planning for his school courses and his future.  If the student takes part in the planning, it is more likely the program will be appropriate to his needs, strengths and interest.

--- PAVE Pipeline, Fall 2000
Bowing Activity

The Caring Connection is sponsoring family bowling at Brunswick Sandpiper Lanes, 3291-B Ashley Phosphate Rd., N. Charleston on February 3th at 2 p.m.  the cost is $21 per game and the shoes are free.  Call Lisa Murdaugh at 832-7182 for additional information.

“Mom’s Night Out”

MUSC’s Caring Connection sponsors “Mom’s Night Out,” a monthly group of mothers of special needs children who meet for relaxation and fun. There are two “Mom’s Night Out” groups which meet once a month.  MNO #1 will meet on Wednesday, Jan 17th at 7 p.m. at Ruby Tuesdays, Northwoods Mall.  On Wednesday, Feb 21st the group will meet for a 7 p.m. dinner at Oriental Cuisine, 6610 Rivers Ave., N. Charleston.Call Sandra West at 821-9927 for details.  MNO #2 will meet on Thursday, Feb 22nd at 7 p.m. at Pagoda Chinese, 1035 Johnnie Dodds, Blvd., Mt. Pleasant.  Please call Donna Wilson at 849-0151 to make a reservation and for additional information.
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