LIEUTENANT COLONEL STEPHEN A. DIFONZO

Lieutenant Colonel Stephen A. DiFonzo is Commander 1st Combat Camera Squadron, 621st Air Mobility Operations Group, Charleston Air Force Base, South Carolina . He is responsible for leading, operating, training, and maintaining Combat Camera forces in order to provide critical operational imagery products and lifecycle-management in support of Secretary of Defense, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Department of Defense, Unified Commands and Air Force mission requirements. He deploys combat ready teams worldwide on short notice to record military and allied operations to meet strategic, operational, tactical and historical requirements.
The colonel received his undergraduate degree from the Pennsylvania State University and was commissioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps in 1985. He developed logistics systems for the National Security Agency, conducted computer security and network training as a master instructor, commanded a reconnaissance unit’s mission support flight in the United Kingdom, created a world-wide virtual collaborative joint intelligence capability, and directed the planning and distribution of Air Mobility Command’s $300 million information technology budget.
EDUCATION:
1985  
Bachelor of computer science, Pennsylvania State University, PA
1991
Squadron Officers School, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL
1994
Advanced Communications-Computer Officers Training, Keesler AFB, Miss.
1999
Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, VA
2000
Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL
2000
Master of military operational art and science, Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL
2000
Master of business adminstration, Bowie State University, MD
2002
Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL
ASSIGNMENTS:
1.
June 1985 - January 1986, support group executive officer, 6940th Electroinic Security Wing, Ft Meade, MD
2.
February 1986 - July 1990, flight commander/computer analyst, Installations and Logistics Directorate, National Security Agency, Ft. Meade, MD
3.
August 1990 - November 1992, mobile training computer systems security instructor, 3390th Technical Training Group, Keesler Air Force Base, MS
4.
December 1992 - February 1994, chief, communications/operations training, Communications-Computer Systems Advanced Training Flight, 333d Technical Training Squadron, Keesler Air Force Base, MS
5.
March 1994 - June 1994, master instructor, advanced network engineering, Joint C4 Training Flight, 333d Technical Training Squadron, Keesler Air Force Base, MS
6.
July 1994 - February 1997, commander, mission support flight, 488th Intelligence Squadron, Royal Air Force Mildenhall, UK

7.
March 1997 - June 1999, system engineer, agency technical team, Defense Intelligence Agency, Bolling Air Force Base, MD 

8.
July 1999 - June 2000, student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL
9.
June 2000 – September 2003, chief, financial management branch, Communications and Information Directorate, Headquarters Air Mobility Command, Scott Air Force Base, IL
10.
October 2003 – June 2004, deputy chief, plans, policy, and resources division, Communications and Information Directorate, Headquarters Air Mobility Command, Scott Air Force Base, IL
11. 
June 2004 – Present, Commander, 1st Combat Camera Squadron, 621st Air Mobility Operations Group, Charleston Air Force Base, SC
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:
Defense Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf clusters

Meritorious Service Medal 

Air Force Commendation Medal

Joint Service Achievement Medal

National Defense Service Medal with one Bronze Star

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:
Second Lieutenant
May 29, 1985

First Lieutenant

May 29, 1987

Captain


May 29, 1989

Major


March 1, 1997

Lieutenant Colonel
October 1, 2001
(Current as of July 2003)
