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Exercises test our procedures

By Col. Rusty Findley
437" Airlift Wing Commander

I recently returned from
Phoenix Rally, a meeting of
all the commanders in Air
Mobility Command. It was
an excellent opportunity for
the various functional ex-
perts from the headquarters
tobriefuson their programs.
There was some good infor-
mation exchanged. The com-
mand is in good shape and
attuned to the needs of the
bases and our airmen. Gen.
Charles “Tony” Robertson,
Jr.,commander of U.S. Trans-
portation Command and
AMC, and many of the
command’s senior leaders
are certainly listening to the
feedback thatourairmenare
providing. The message that
they shared with us was that
they would do all that they
can and will make a great
situation even better. The
flagis flying pretty high in the
command! We just need to
continue onour journey and
raiseitalittle higher to make
our Air Force even better for
you who do the work. We
have great supportfrom AMC
to make that happen.

Once again, Team Charles-
ton came through when we
hosted the U.S. TRANSCOM
congressional staffers for a
visit last week. They were
extremely impressed with
Charleston and had only good
comments about their visit
here. Special thanks to the
project officer, Maj. Kevin
Edenborough from the 15"
Airlift Squadron and our pro-
tocol staff led by Kathy
Knichel.

I want to personally thank
Col. Ed and Linda Stickler of
the 315™ Airlift Wing for all
thatthey have done over the
years. As many of you may
know, Col. Stickler's change
of command is scheduled for
Sunday, June 11. |speak for

Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Allen

Purple Dragon willinclude an 11-ship C-17 formation dropping paratroopers, heavy
equipmentand supplies. The exercise begins Sunday at Pope AFB, N.C.

everyone when | say we're
going to miss his guidance
and leadership. The rela-
tionship between the 437"
and 315" Airlift Wings has
been the model relationship
for other Reserve Associate
wings toemulate. | was told
before | got here that the re-
lationshipwasgreatand lam
convinced in the short period
of time that | have been here
that the relationship could
not be any better. We can
attribute thisrelationship to
the strong and vibrant lead-
ership of Col. Stickler and
Linda. The Sticklers will
remain in the local area for
awhile and will stay actively
involved in the community.
This month is certainly
shaping up as one with some
goodexercises. Oneexample
isour playinthe Joint Chiefs
of Staffexercise called Purple
Dragon. Charleston AFB will
be the lead wing in the Purple
Dragon exercise from June
11-23. Col. Glenn Mackey,
437" Operations Group
deputy commander, will
serve as the director of mo-

workandplay.

Action Line

The Commander'sActionlineisyourdirect
linktome. It'syour opportunity to make
CharlestonAirForceBaseabetterplacetolive,

Firstgivetheappropriatebaseagencya
chancetosolvethe problem, butifyoudon’tget
a satisfactoryanswer, call me at963-5581or
send an e-mail toaction@charleston.af.mil.

Toensureyoureceivearesponsetoyourconcerns, pleaseleave
yournameandtheinformationneededtocontactyou.

bility forces as we practice
with the Marinesand Armyin
airdropping about 3,000
paratroopers, heavy equip-
ment and supplies. We've
got 11 C-17s from Charles-
ton flying with other aircraft
and personnel from virtually
every wing in the command.
We look forward to some qual-
ity training as we practice
getting their forces on the
ground in minimal time and
hone our wartime skills.

We also practiced our hur-
ricane procedures on Mon-
day and Tuesday during an
Inspector General-led exer-
cise thatdrew heavily on the
lessons learned from past
hurricanes and disasters. It
was an extremely worthwhile
exercise, especially for many
of the new people inthewing,
toinclude myself. Itwas great
togeteverybodyinvolved from
the individual work centers
totheCrisisAction Team. We
practiced the way we would
respond if asevere hurricane
forced us to evacuate the
base and our aircraft. The
lessons learned from last
summer where three hurri-
canes threatened the area
and Hurricane Hugo in 1989
were used as a baseline in
planning our exercise.

It is a good idea for every-
one to think through what
you would do if required to
prepare for a hurricane and
toevacuate. With the start of
the hurricane season and
based on where we live, now
is the time to stock up on
those essential items and
discuss any personal evacu-
ations plans that you may
have. Hope for the best, but

prepare for the worst for the
2000 hurricane season. His-
tory canrepeatitselfand you
need to have your own per-
sonal checklist to follow.

We had a great town hall
meeting on Tuesday and |
am always glad to see that
our people care about the
community in which we live.
These can be important fo-
rums for us to exchange ideas
and share information with
oneanother tomake Charles-
ton a better place towork and
live. We'll be getting back to
those who had questions.
Thankyou all for what you do
everyday here at the premier
airlift wing on the face of the
planet!

Congratulationstoall those
smiling technical and master
sergeant selects as the pro-
motion results were released
Thursday (see page 3). The
AirForce percentages for pro-
motion set an all-time high
record. As evidenced by the
higherrates, tremendousop-
portunity for advancement
existsin today’s Air Force for
those willing to putforth that
extra effort on the job and
prepare for promotion tests.

I am very proud of our
people who did so well on
this last testing cycle. We
had 110 people selected for
technical sergeant and 80
make master sergeanton this
testing cycle. The increased
promotion rates seen in the
last few years are partly a
resultofthereturntoastable
force structure and end-
strength levels following
years of drawdown. Congrats
again and keep up the good
work!



