8 Airlift Dispatch December 15, 2000

About the paper

D-AIRLIFT

Published by Diggle Publishing, Inc.,
aprivate firminnoway connectedwiththe
U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written
contractwith the 437th Airlift Wing. This
commercial enterprise Air Force newspa-
peris anauthorized publication formem-
bers of the U.S. military service.

Contents of the Airlift Dispatch are
not necessarily the official views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the
Departmentof Defense, orthe Department
of the Air Force. The appearance of
advertising in this publication, including
insertsor supplements, does notconstitute
endorsement by the DOD, Air Force, or
Diggle Publishing, Inc., of the products
or services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publi-
cation shall be made available for pur-
chase, use or patronage without regard
to race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, marital status, physical
handicap, political affiliation, or any other
nonmeritfactor of the purchaser, user or
patron. All photos are Air Force photos
unless identified otherwise.

The deadline for submitting sto-
ries for space-available publicationis
noon Friday, preceeding the desired
publication date. The Airlift Dispatch
reservestherighttoeditall copy submitted
forpublication.

Advertising

Classified advertisements
may be referred to Diggle Publish-
ing, Inc., P.O. Box 2014, Charles-
ton, S.C., 29465, Phone: (843) 849-
1778 or e-mailed to
sales@islandpapers.com. Clas-
sified advertisements are free, with
the exception of personal business
ads, for active duty military mem-
bers and their spouses, retirees
and Reservists.

Address/Numbers

Editorial content is prepared by the
437th Airlift Wing Public Affairs Office,
Bldg. 1600, Rm. 223.

Phone: (843) 963-5608

Fax: (843)963-5604.

Mail to: 437 AW PAI

102 East Hill Blvd.

Charleston AFB, SC 29404-5154

orsend to:

dispatch@charleston.af.mil

Editorial Staff

437 AW Commander
Col. Vern M. “Rusty”
Findley Il

Chief, Public Affairs
Lt.Col. Edmund Memi

Editor
Senior Airman Jason Smith

Staff Writer
Capt. Tracy Velino

Photo Support
Base Visual Information Center

~ CAFB Top Dollar team competes,
437 MDG aces mspectlons

By Col. Rusty Findley
437 AW commander

Our Top Dollar team
represented the command
during the Air Force level
competition at the Combat
Readiness Training Center
in Gulfport, Miss., Dec. 8
through Tuesday. | am
very proud of our combined
437™ Contracting and
Comptroller Squadron
teams. They prepared very
hard for the competition,
and that practice showed
when | visited with them
Tuesday. It was exciting to
see their pride, passion
and professionalism at
work in the competition.
There were many of our Air
Force senior leaders watch-
ing our team compete.
Congratulations to each
team member for their
accomplishments.

| could not be any
prouder of our 437" Medi-
cal Group’s outstanding
performance with their
recent inspections by the
Joint Commission on
Accreditation of Healthcare
Organizations and Health
Services Inspection. These
inspections occur once
every three years and can
find serious deficiencies,
but not in our 437 MDG.

In fact, both inspection
teams rank us in the
highest categories, which
certainly speaks volumes
about the quality of the
healthcare that our people
enjoy.

I watched over the
course of the last three
months as the 437 MDG
prepared for this inspection
while continuing to deliver
top-notch care. They
passed this mandatory test
with flying colors and that is
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line during the base-wide exercise Wednesday.

a strong testament to the
teamwork in the 437 MDG
and Col. Regina Aune’s
leadership. A special
thanks goes to Capt.
Shelley Lovelady, the 437
MDG project officer, for all
her hard work in preparing
the staff for this important
inspection. See the article
on Page 1 for more details.
As a result of unforeseen
delays, | am disappointed
that we will not be opening
the new dining hall in time
for the Christmas meal as
had been originally
planned. We needed some
additional time to make
sure the facility is right
before opening it. I'm
confident that very soon
our outstanding airmen will
get a world-class facility
that is conveniently located
next to the dormitories.
The new facility will have
about 15,000 square feet of
floor space and is designed
to accommodate 630
people. It's a great facility
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and is nearly finished.
There will be more to follow
on the grand opening
within the next few months.

The mobility exercise
went well this week, and |
can see a tremendous
improvement in the way
everyone approaches a
large deployment. The Unit
Deployment Managers are
working very hard to en-
sure their people are ready
to deploy. Everyone has a
responsibility to do every-
thing possible to ensure
they are ready. It is a true
team effort and | appreciate
the hard work by everyone.
We've walked quite a ways
since the last exercise in
November. We must keep
the momentum going for
our much larger mobility
exercise in January. It will
be a good test of our abili-
ties to deploy, survive and
operate in a bare-base
environment.

We have an upcoming
visit by the commander of
Air Education and Training
Command, Gen. Hal
Hornburg and Mrs.
Hornburg, Dec. 19-20.
Gen. Hornburg will be
visiting the AETC 373"
Field Training Detachment
here. He'll also have an
opportunity to fly on one of
our C-17s and interact with
many of our people. He
will meet with our Com-
pany Grade Officers at
breakfast in the Charleston
Club Dec. 20, 7:30 a.m.
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The FTD provides a
“one-of-a-kind” C-17
maintenance training
facility, and the general will
get to see the many unique
training devices that they
use to train our airmen. It
is certainly a world-class
facility, and one that Gen-
eral Hornburg has been
looking forward to visiting.
The FTD provides a great
service for our mainte-
nance community, and the
general will get to meet
some of the professionals
working there.

I am having a blast at the
many Christmas parties I'm
attending. It is always a
pleasure to get out and
meet with the many fine
men and women who make
this wing the premier airlift
wing on the face of the
planet. It has, quite
frankly, been a lot a fun,
and | appreciate all the
invites.

The holidays are the time
of year for family and
friends to celebrate and be
joyous; however, we must
remain vigilant by continu-
ing to always think safety
first in our daily activities
and routines, i.e.; whether
it's at work, Christmas
shopping, or trips out of the
local area. Take some well-
deserved, needed time to
rest and relax during the
holidays, but remember
that safety is everyone’s
business. Have a great Air
Force weekend!



