MASTER SERGEANT ROBERT L. FRANK


Master Sergeant Robert L. Frank is the 1st Combat Camera First Sergeant and principle advisor to the commander on matters concerning the morale, welfare, and discipline of all its members.  He has been serving in this position since arrival in November of 2003 following a remote assignment split between Prince Sultan Air Base, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Al Dhafra Air Base, United Arab Emirates where he served at squadron, group, and wing levels advising more than 15 commanders at any given time.
Sergeant Frank grew up a military “brat” of retired Army Lieutenant Colonel John Frank, and hails from Duncanville, Texas (suburb of Dallas).  He graduated from Duncanville High School in 1987 and entered the Air Force in February of 1988.  His background is in aircraft maintenance as a crew chief on EC-130Es, C-130Es, and C-141Bs.  He has served in a number of maintenance and support positions to include time as a Maintenance Controller, Dedicated Crew Chief, NCOIC of Technical Orders, Isochronal Inspection Dock Area Chief, and Quality Assurance Evaluator.

Sergeant Frank spent time at Sheppard AFB as a technical training instructor for his career field.  He later became the Superintendent of the Aircraft Maintenance Fundamentals course (362d Training Squadron), leading 26 civilian and military instructors to manage all fixed wing crew chief initial training, prior to becoming a First Sergeant.  As a First Sergeant at Sheppard AFB, Sergeant Frank ‘got his feet wet’ in the 82d Communications Squadron and subsequently moved back to the largest squadron in the Air Force (prior to it’s split), the 362d Training Squadron.  There he was initially responsible for nearly 2000 students and 500 permanent party members; shortly thereafter the squadron ‘split’ and his responsibilities focused on a more ‘manageable’ 1000+ students and 200 permanent party members.  From there Sergeant Frank moved to his remote assignment at Prince Sultan Air Base. 

Sergeant Frank has served with distinction as a member of the Keesler AFB, and later, Prince Sultan AB Honor Guard, represented the 435th Airlift Wing as the Dedicated Crew Chief for the 1993 Airlift Rodeo competition at Little Rock AFB, and was a key contributor to Headquarters AMCs resurrection of the Quality Assurance program in 1997.  Additionally, he has been involved in numerous operations including DESERT SHIELD, PROVIDE HOPE, PROVIDE PROMISE, and more recently Operations SOUTHERN WATCH, IRAQI FREEDOM, ENDURING FREEDOM, and HORN OF AFRICA.

EDUCATION:

1990 Noncommissioned Preparatory Course, Keesler AFB MS (John Levitow Honor Graduate)

1996 Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Keesler AFB MS 

1998 Associate in Applied Science - Aircraft Systems Maintenance Technology, CCAF

2000 USAF Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy - correspondence, Gunter AFB AL 

2000 Associate in Applied Science - Instructor of Technology, CCAF

2001 First Sergeant Academy, Maxwell AFB AL (Distinguished Graduate) 

ASSIGNMENTS:

Feb 88 – Mar 88, Student, Air Force Basic Military Training, Lackland AFB, TX (Honor Graduate)

Mar 88 – Jun 88, Student, Aircraft Maintenance Technician School, Sheppard AFB, TX

Jun 88 – Jul 88, Student, C-130 Maintenance Specialist School, Little Rock AFB, TX 

Jul 88 – Aug 91, EC-130E Crew Chief and Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief, 3380th Organizational Maintenance Squadron and 37th Airborne Command and Control Squadron, Keesler AFB, MS

Aug 91 – Aug 94, C-130 Dedicated Crew Chief and NCOIC of Technical Orders, 435th Aircraft Generation Squadron and 37th Airlift Squadron, Rhein-Main AB, GE

Aug 94 – Sep 98, Isochronal Inspection Dock Area Chief and Quality Assurance Assessor, 62d Maintenance Squadron and 62d Logistics Group, McChord AF,B TX

Sep 98 – Jan 01, C-130 Mission Ready Technician Instructor, Aircraft Maintenance Fundamentals Instructor Supervisor/Superintendent, 362d Training Squadron, Sheppard AFB, TX

Feb 01 – Feb 02, First Sergeant, 82d Communications Squadron, Sheppard AFB, TX

Feb 02 – Dec 02, First Sergeant, 362d Training Squadron, Sheppard AFB, TX

Jan 03 – Jun 03, First Sergeant, 363d Expeditionary Operation Support Squadron and 363d Expeditionary Operations Group, Prince Sultan Air Base, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Jul 03 – Oct 03, First Sergeant, 380th Expeditionary Mission Support Group and 380th Air Expeditionary Wing, Al Dhafra Air Base, United Arab Emirates
Nov 03 – present, First Sergeant, 1st Combat Camera, Charleston AFB, SC

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Aerial Achievement Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster
Air Force Achievement Medal with three oak leaf clusters
EFFECTIVE DATE OF PROMOTION:

Airman Basic, 9 Feb 88

Airman First Class, 24 Mar 88

Senior Airman (Below the Zone), 24 Jan 90

Sergeant (Appointment), 1 Jan 91

Staff Sergeant, 1 Jul 91

Technical Sergeant, 1 Jun 96

Master Sergeant, 1 Jun 00

